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TRET ACE, 


A CAREERS 


THE repeated demand for an advanced 
Catechism which would furnish the main 
principles of Judaism, as well as the ceremo- 
nial Law in a concise form, suited to the capa- 
city of children, has induced me to issue the 
present work, which, I feel confident, will 
help to supply a want, felt in our schools, for 
religious text-books. 

In the hope of aiding to bring the young 
of our people in the “ Path of Truth,” this 
book is now placed before the public. 
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Philadelphia, Adar, 5639. 
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CHAPTERI. 


RELIGION. 


What is religion ? 

Religion is a belief in the existence 
of God, and that He revealed : 
His will to man. — 

What is further understood by re- 
ligion ? | 

That we are accountable to God for 
our actions, and that He will 
reward or punish us for them. 

How do we know of the existence of 
God ? | 

We know of the existence of God, 
both from reason and revelation. 

What is meant by reason? 

Reason is that inward feeling which 
enables us to distinguish between 
right and wrong. 
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What is revelation ? 


. Revelation is direct communication 


God made to chosen persons in 
former days. 

Would reason have been sufficient 
to give mana proper knowledge 
of God? 

It would not, and therefore “ God 
made known His ways to Jacob 
—His statutes and His ordi- 
nances to Israel.” | 

Why would not reason be sufficient ?- 

Because we would be apt to be led 
astray from the right path, and 
from the knowledge of the true 
God. 

Is there any proof of this? 

Yes; before God gave revelation, 
mankind worshiped false gods. 

By what name do we call wor- 
shipers of false gods? 

Idolaters. 


P ee 


Poser oO 


& 


8 


Were all men in early times idola- 
ters ? 

All were not, for Abraham recog- 
nized the existence of the true 
God, 

In what book is revelation con- 
tained ? : 

In the Holy Bible, the great gift of 
God to man. 

What does the Holy Biblecomprise? 

The Pentateuch called Torah, the 
Prophets called Nabeewm, and 
the Hagiographa or Holy Writ- 
ings called Ketoobim. 

Of how many books does the Torah 
consist ? 2 


A. The five books of Moses, viz.: 
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Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 

Numbers and Deuteronomy. 
What are they called in Hebrew ? 
Bereshith, Shemoth, Vayickrah, 

Bamidbar and Debarvm. 
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Whence are these names taken ? 

From among the opening words of 
each book. 

How many books do the Nabeeim 
comprise ? } | 

Nineteen. Four are called the 
earlier prophets and fifteen the 
later prophets. | 

How many books do the Ketoobim 

_ comprise ? 

Twelve. ; 

Are all the books of the Bible of 
special importance to Israelites ? 

They are, because they not alone 
tell us of our past history, but 
of what the future has in store 
for us. 

Have they no higher importance to 
Israel ? 

They have; for they contain laws — 

_ and commands which God gave 

us through inspired men, 
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But are not all mankind required to 
obey God’s laws? 


A. They are, except those which were 


given tothe people of Israel for 
their special observance. 


Give me a verse which ineulcates 
this ? 


A. “ Fear God and keep His command- 


roe fr. 


ments, for such is the duty of 
all mankind.” 


CHAPTER IL. 
THE JEWISH RELIGION. 


What is meant by the Mosaic reli- 
gion ? 

Lhe religion which is founded on 
the books of Moses. 

Is it known by any other name? 

It is also called the Hebrew or 
Jewish religion, 
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On what is this religion based ? 


. It rests on three great princi- 


ples: °; 

What are they ? 

1st—The existence of God. 

2d—The immortality of the soul. 

3d—Future rewards and punish- 
ments. . 

What is meant by the existence of 
God? — 

That there is a Great Being who 
created Heaven and earth, and 
rules over all things. 

What effect should this have se 
us? 


. It should teach us that we are 


accountable to God for all our 
actions. “ 
Why are we accountable to God? 
Because He is the author of our 
being to whom we owe hom- 
age, 
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What is meant by homage to God? 

Divine reverence and holy affection. 

What is meant by the immortality 
of the soul? 

That the soul which God has placed 
within us can never die. 

Does not man die? 

Yes; the body perishes, but the 
soul goes back to God who gave 
it. 

Of what then are we formed? 

We are formed of body and soul. 


What can you tell me of the body? 


The body being formed of dust, 
goes back to dust when we die. 

But what of the soul? 

The soul being, like God, immor- 
tal, can never die. 

What does this teach us? 

That besides taking care of our 

body, we should guard our im- 

mortal soul. 
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What is meant by future rewards 
and punishments ? 


A. That there is a future life where 
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God will reward or punish us 
for our deeds on earth. 

Are we not rewarded or punished 
on earth? 


A. Not always; it may be the will of 
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God to postpone this for the 
future life. 

Why should we think so? 

Because we often see the good suffer 
and the sinner prosper. 

What does this show? 

That our lives do not end upon this 
earth. 

Shall we then live again? 


We shall; but in what manner we 


have no certain knowledge. 
What should we learn from this? 
Not to become disheartened if we 
should suffer on earth. 
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11 
Why not? 


Because there will be a future life 
in which God will give us “ac- 
‘cording to our ways, and accord- 
ing to the fruit of our ac- 
tions.” 

How should this knowledge teach 
us to act? 

In a good and righteous manner, 
with full confidence in God. 
What is meant by confidence in 

God? 

The conviction of His justice—that 
as surely as He will punish the 
wicked, so surely will He re- 
ward the good. 

Are there not some other principles 
important in Judaism ? | 

There are two others of great im- 
portance. 

What are they? 

God’s being a perfect unity. 
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Tell me the other ? 
Revelation. 
What is meant by revelation ? 
The direct communication between 


God and His people Israel. 
When was this ?. 


A. When He gave them His holy law 


from Mount Sinai. 

What did God say concerning the 
children of Israel ? 

That they should be unto Him “a 
peculiar people,” “a’kingdom 
of priests and a holy nation.” 

What is meant by “a kingdom of 
priests ?” 


A. That as the priests of old were 


teachers, they were to be the 
teachers of mankind. 
For what purpose ? 


. To remove them from idolatry and 


give them a knowledge of the 
true God. 
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What is meant by the Israelites 
being “a holy nation ?” 

That by being pure themselves, they 
could better perform their mis- 
sion in teaching mankind purity. — 

Have we performed that mission ? 


- We have; and through us has the 


hight of civilization spread over 
the world. 


Js our mission yet at end? 


By no means; we must labor to 
banish doubt.and error. 
When will our mission be fulfilled ? 


- When all acknowledge the Onr 


Gop, and serve Him with a 
pure heart. 

What will be the state of things at 
this blissful period ? 


A. War will be heard of no more, and 


the whole world will be blessed 
with peace. 
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CHAPTDLERALSy 
GOD AND HIS ATTRIBUTES. 


What is God? 

God is a pure spiritual being who 
created, rules and governs all 
things. — 

What is meant by aspiritual being? 

It means a being without any 
bodily form whatever, and 
whom we cannot see. 

What is the nature of God?. 

God is a perfect unity, without 
division of parts, and without 


any change. 
What is meant by God’s being a 


perfect unity ? 


A. That God is onE and His name 


one. ‘“ Hear..Q ( Igpael, the 
Lord our God, the Lord is one.” 
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What further do we understand 
by a perfect unity? 

That all things in nature can be 
divided except God. 
What is meant by saying that God 
is without division of parts? 
That all we can conceive of God is a 
great Being, who has not divided 
His power with any one else. 

What do you mean by His being 
incapable of change? 

That what God is now, He has ever 
been, and ever will be. 

What are the three great attributes 
of God? 

Omnipotence, omniscience, and om- 
nipresence, 

What is meant by God’s being om- 
nipotent? 


. It means that He is all-powerful, 


and able to perform whatsoever 
He pleaseth. 
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What is meant by God’s being om- 
- niscient ? 


A. It means that He is all-wise, and 
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that He knows the end of a 
thing before its beginning. 

What is meant by God’s being om- 

-nipresent ? | 

It means that God is everywhere. 
and that there is no spot which 
His glory does not fill. 

What does God’s omnipotence teach 
us? 

That He is powerful, and we are 
frail and weak. 

What else is taught us? 

That we are dependent upon Him 
for all the blessings we enjoy. 

What does God’s omniscience teach 
us? =; | 

That He is the source of all knowl- 
edge, and that all wisdom is 
derived from Him. 
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How should we use our knowl- 
edge ? 


A. In ‘learning God’s ways, and in 


ba 


ee 


> © PO 


obeying His divine will. 
What does God’s omnipresence 
teach us? 


That as He is present everywhere, 
He sees all our actions. 


What effect should this have upon 
us? 

It should teach u us sto guard our con- 
duct, since the eyes of God are 
ever upon us. : 


Can we hide ourselves from God ? 
We cannot, for there is no place 
where God does not see us. 


Give me a verse of the Bible which 
- expresses this? 

“The eyes of God are upon the 
ways of man, and He seeth all 
his goings.” 

or 
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. Tell me some other qualities that 
belong to God? 


A. Justice and mercy. “ He is just in 


all His ways, and merciful in all 
His doings.” | 

. What should the knowledge of 
God’s justice and mercy teach 
us ? 

. To submit to His divine will even 
when He chastens us. 


. What is meant by God’s chastening 
us? 

. His sending us trouble, whether it 
be misfortune, sickness, or 


death. 


. Should we accept these without com- 
plaint ? 


A. We should, because we know that 


God is good, and that His ac- 
tions are for some wise pur- 
pose. 
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What should we do when misfor- 
tune overtakes us? 

We should strive to ‘improve 
our condition, and not murmur 
against the Author of all good. 


- What should we do when sickness 


overtakes us or those dear*to — 
us? ) 

We should use all human means to. 
restore health, but pray sin- 
cerely to the Healer of all 
flesh. : 


But, should death come to those 
dear to us, what ought we to 
do? 

We ought to bend in submission, 
and feel satisfied with the will 
of God. : : 


Is there anything else to console us? 
Yes; the conviction of there being 
a future life in the hereafter. 
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What should we feel when death 


deprives us of any one dear to 
us? 

“The Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
taken away; blessed be the 
name of the Lord.” » 


Tell me something of the future 
life? 


A. We know very little of it, except 


that it will be enjoyed by those 
who are good and righteous. 

Is this future life to come to any 
privileged people? 

No; it is within reach of all people 
- and of every religious belief. 
Tell me a saying of our sages re- 

garding this? 3 
The righteous of all nations shall 
have a share of the future life. 
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CHAPTER IV. 
DUTIES TO GOD. 


How are our duties divided ? 

Into three divisions. 

What are they? 

Duties to God, duties to our fellow- 
men and duties to ourselves. 

In what does our duty to God con- 
sist ? 

In honoring, loving and obeying 
Mims: 

Why should we honor God? 

Because He is the creator of all 

things, therefore is honor due 

from the creature: 

Is there no other reason ? 

Yes; God having created all things, 
He is Lord and Governor of 
all, 
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Why should we love God ? 

Because His mercy and kindness 
extend over us. 

How can we show this love for 
God ? | : 

By keeping Him ever in mind, and 
turning our hearts toward Him. 

Does God love us? 

Yes, we have evidence of His love 
day after day. | 


In what manner do we know of 


God’s love for us? — 


.By His tender care, and the means 


He has given us for gratifying 
our proper desires. 


. Why must we obey God? 


Because we know Him to be our 
Heavenly King who bids us 
perform only what is good for us. 

What does obedience to God indicate? 


. That we acknowledge Him as the 


highest power. 
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. How is this shown through obe- 
dience ? 


A. In obeying Him we show our belief 


in Him, and our submission to 
His will. 
- Should we obey any one else? 


- Yes; but we should obey God jirst 
in all things. 


. What then will this show ? 

. That we recognize in God the 
highest authority whose will is 
law for us. 


- Have we any evidence that God 
wishes us to obey Him? 
. We have many evidences in Holy 


Writ. 


). Give me one? 

. God was pleased at A braham’s readi- 
ness to offer up his son Isaac 
when commanded to do so. 
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What was the result of this? 

God did not permit the sacrifice, 
but was satisfied with Abra- 
ham’s obeying His command. 

How was Abraham rewarded for 
this obedience? 


. He became the founder of the 


Jewish race. 
Was there no other reward ? 


. Yes; God blessed him and his seed 


after him. 


. What is meant by this expression ? 
. That his posterity would be blessed 


by God long after his death. 

Were no other “people to be blessed 
through Abraham ? 

There were, for he was told by 
God: “through thee and thy 
seed shall all the families of 
the earth be blessed.” 
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UD ad a 
DUTIES TO OUR FELLOW-MEN. 


What is the next division of our 
duties? 

Those which we owe to our fellow- 
men. 

What is the most important of these 
duties ? 

That of love for our fellow-crea- 
tures, for we are commanded to 
love our neighbor as ourself. 

What is meant by this? 

That as we are created by one God, 
we are all brethren, and should 
love each other. 

How are we to show this love? 


. By a proper regard for the rights 


and welfare of our fellow-men. 
3 
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What are the rights of our fellow- 
men ? ; 

Those which God has given them, 
such as liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness. : 

What is meant by hberty? 

The right of being free in mind, 
and free in body. 

What is meant by the pursuit of 
happiness ? | 

The right to labor honestly for 
what gives happiness, and to 
enjoy it undisturbed. 

Have our people ever been denied 
liberty and the pursuit of happi- 
ness ? 

They have, on many occasions by 
nations who oppressed them. 

How were these blessings denied ? 


. By their being often held in subjec- 


tion and not permitted to enjoy 
the fruit of their labors. 
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What should this teach us? 


» aD accord to all men freedom of 


thought and action, and to help 
to make them happy. 


Q. Have our fellow-men no other rights 
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we are bound to respect ? 

They have; we must respect their | 
life, their honor, and their prop- 
erty. : 

How can we show our respect: for 
their life? 

By not taking it or doing anything 
that might place it in danger. 

How can we show respect for their 
honor? : 

By not permitting ill-will to fill our 
hearts, or evil desires to enter 
our minds, 

How will this do them wrong? 

When ill-will enters our heart we 
are apt to do many things that 
are evil against our neighbor. 
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Tell me one of the greatest evils. 

That of slander, since we may do an 
injury not easily repaired. 

What is slander ? | 

Speaking ill of our neighbor, and 
going “up and down as a tale- 
bearer among our people.” | 

What is meant by respecting their 
property ? | 

It means not to wrong our fellow- 
man of any of his posses- 
sions. 

Why not? 

Because what he has labored for is, 
in justice, his, and he should 
be permitted to enjoy it without 
any hindrance. 

Are there no other duties to our 
fellow-man besides those just 
stated ? 

here are; benevolence and charity 
are among them. 
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What is meant by benevolence? 

Good-will and kindness, which we 
should ever show toward our 
fellow-creatures. 


What is charity ? 


. Charity also means good-will and 


kindness, but is generally used 
to express what we should feel 
toward the a and sufter- 
ing. | 


How can we manifest practical 
charity ? 


A. By relieving the distressed, and 
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helping the unfortunate. 


In what manner? 

By giving aid to the poor freely and 
willingly. ? 

What is meant by giving freely and 
willingly ? 

Giving aid generously, and helping 
the needy with an open heart. 

3* 


* he 


> 2 


30 


Should we wait for the poor to come 
to us? 

No; we should seek them out and 
alleviate their distress, for the 
Bible tells us, “the poor shall 

_ never cease out of the land.” 

Is giving aid to the poor, all that 

charity demands of us? 


. By no means; we should aid every 


benevolent institution as far as 
lies in our power. 


Why should we do so? 


. Because when we join others in 


doing good, we can accomplish 
more than by individual efforts. 
Are there no other institutions 
which we should help to support 
besides those of a benevolent 
character ? 
There are many others, but hove 


all we should support the House 
of God. 
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. What is meant by the House of 
God? , 

. The Synagogue—the Temple of 
God’s holiness, where we should 
adore His sacred name. 


. Why should we support the House 
of God ? 

. Because it is the place where we 
publicly pray, and where all 
Israel meet as common suppli- 
cants. 


. Explain the meaning of our being 
common supplicants. 

. All of us being equal in God’s eyes, 
we meet together to ask for the 
favors we all need. 


. Is there anything else we can all ask 
God for? 

. There is. We can ask forgiveness 
for our sins, since all mankind 
sin against God. 
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Tell me another duty to our fellow 
men. 


. To look with pity on their fault 


and to shield them from harm. 
Should we tell them their faults ? 


. Yes; but in a kindly manne 


otherwise .we would do mor 
harm than good. 

What does the Bible tell us cor 
cerning this? 

“Thou shalt indeed rebuke th 
neighbor, and not bear sin 0 
account of him.” 
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DUTIES TO OURSELVES. 


What is the third division of our 
duties? ° 

Those we owe to ourselves. 

Tell me some of these duties. 

The proper care of our health and 
life, and the education of our 
mind and heart. 

Why should we take care of our 
health ? 

So as to be able to sian our 
duties properly and make our- 
selves happy. 

Is health necessary for this? 

Yes; for when the body is feeble 
and diseased, we cannot perform 
the duties required of us in a 
proper manner. 
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What is meant by taking care of 
our life? 


A. Doing all we can to preserve it, and 
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avoiding whatever will shorten 
our Rave 

Why should we do so? 

Because life is a sacred trust from 
God, and we are accountable to 
Him for its proper care. 

W hatismeant byeducating the mind? 

Learning whatever will advance us 
in the path of science and 
knowledge. 

What is meant by eduniane the 
heart ? 


. Learning the higher aims of life, 


and not being content with mere 
worldly knowledge. 


. Why should we not be content with 


worldly knowledge? 
Because that by itself would lead 
us astray. ; 
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In what manner ? 


. By making us think only of this 


life and what the world requires 


of us. i 


How can we educate our heart? 
By teaching ourselves what concerns 


our well-being both here and 
hereafter. 


. Cannot our mind and heart together 


be educated ? 


They can, for like body and soul, 
both can exist in perfect har- 
mony. 


). Is not one opposed to the other? 


Not at all; we can be true to our 
God, AR yet learn all that 
knowledce teaches. 


What is the first and greatest point 
of knowledge? 


» ‘The fearof the Lord is ‘the 


beginning of wisdom.” 
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What are we to understand by this ? 

That however useful earthly knowl- 
edge may be, it is not sufficient 
to meet the wants of our soul. 

What evidence have we of this? | 

Many whose minds have been well 
stored with knowledge, have 
gone from the right path. 


On what must our education he 


founded ? : 

On the knowledge of God, and a 
firm belief ine Him. 

Can we then advance in_ other 
knowledge? 


. We can to a greater extent. 
. Why? 


. Because if our religious convictions 


are settled, we can study without 
our minds being disturbed. — 
What is meant by convictions ? 


. That which we know as being sur« 


and beyond all possible doubt. 
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CHAPTER VII. 
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS. 


(. Recite the first commandment. 

A. Il am the Lord thy God. who 
brought thee out of the land of 
Kgypt, out of the house of 
bondage. 


Q. What are we taught by this? 

A. To recognize that God exists, and 
that He is the great Being who 
delivered our ancestors from the 


land of Egypt. 


Q. What great blessing was then given 
| us ? 
A. The blessing of liberty. 
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Should man be free? 

He should, because being created in 
the image of God, he ought not 
to be the slave of any human 
power. ee 

Is freedom, then, a right belonging 
to man? 

Yes; for hecould not otherwise el 
out his mission on earth, or per- 
form the duties required of him. 

Ts freedom, then, something we 
should prize ? * 


. Yes; weshould prize it above all 


things, and so act as to avoid 
the slavery of even our own 
passions. 

What effect should the remembrance 
of our deliverance from bondage 
have upon us? 


. It should make us kind and merci- 


ful to others, never forgetting 
thetrials wesufferedas bondsmen, 
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4. Reeite the second commandment. 

A. Thou shalt have no other gods 
before me. Thou shalt not 
make ;unto thee any graven 
image, or any likeness of any- 
thing that is in Heaven above, 
or that is in the earth beneath, 
or that is in the water under 
the earth: thou shalt not bow 
down thyself to them nor serve 
them: for I the Lord thy God 
am a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children untothethirdand fourth 
generation of them that hate 
me; and showing mercy unto 
thousands of them that love me, 
and keep my commandments. 

). What does this teach us? 

.. Lhe unity of God, and that we 
should not pay homage to false 
gods nor worship them. 
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Do not all persons know and 
acknowledge the one true God? 


A. No; there are many who worship 


idols, and: degrade the name of 
Deity, by giving it to the works 
of their own hands. 

Does this commandment warn us 
only against the worship of 
idols:?,.::igy 


. No; it warns us against worshiping 


any other than the one true 
God. 


Recite the third commandment. 


. Thou shalt not take the name of 


the Lord thy God in vain; for 
the Lord will not hold him 
guiltless that taketh His name in 
vain. | 

What does this commandment teach 
us? 


A. Never to use the name of God in 


a vain or frivolous manner. 


A. 


> & 


Pa Pe eee 


41 


Flow is this commandment often 
violated ? 

By cursing and swearing, for the 
name of God is then profaned. 


-In what other manner is this com- 


mand violated ? 


. By connecting God’s name with a 


falsehood, and endeavoring to 
deceive our neighbor. . 

How should we regard the name of 
God? } 

With respect and awe, ever realizing 
that it is something sacred. 


. Recite the fourth commandment. 
. Remember the sabbath-day, to keep 


it holy. Six days shalt thou 
labor, and do all thy work: but 
the seventh day is the sabbath 
of the Lord thy God: in it 
thou shalt not do any work, 
thou, nor thy son, nor thy 


daughter, thy man-servant, nor 
4* 


Pe 


> 2 


42 


thy maid-servant, nor thy cattle, 
nor thy stranger that is within 
thy gates: for in six days the 
Lord made heaven and earth, 
the sea, and all that in themris, 
and rested the seventh day: 
wherefore the Lord blessed the 
sabbath-day, and hallowed it. 


What is meant by this command ? 
That we must refrain from all labor 
on the seventh day of the week, 
and keep it holy. 


Why should we refrain from labor 
on this day? | 
Because God, who knows what is 


required for man’s health, bids 
us do so. 


Is rest necessary for us? 


. Itis, for it enables us to renew our 


vigor for the duties of the 
coming week, 
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Must we only enjoy rest on the 
Sabbath ? 


No; we must devote the day to 
God and to His holy service. 


Why should we do so? 


. Because “the seventh day is the 


Sabbath of the Lord our God,” 


and when we are not at labor, 
we can better think of the bless- 
ings we receive from God. 


Is the observance of the Sabbath 
always binding upon us? | 


A. Yes; “it is a perpetual covenant 


‘how 


between God and the children. 
of Israel.” 


Recite the fifth commandment. 

Honor thy father and thy mother ; 
that thy days may be long upon 
the land which the Lord thy 
God giveth thee. 
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What are we taught by this com- 
mandment ? | 

To love, honor, and respect our. 
parents. | | 

How can we show these feelings? 

By obeying their commands, and 
performing their will. 

Is this all that is required of us? 

By no means; besides obeying them, 
we should do all that we can to 
please them and make them 


happy. 
Why should we do so? 


Because they watch over us in 
infaney, and cherish us all the 
days of our lives. | 

What feeling should this’ care in- 
spire within us ? 


. Gratitude for their kindness, and 


love for their affection. 
Recite the sixth commandment. 


. Thou shalt not kill. 


rORED 


pe Oo 


>i eo 


45 


What is meant by this? 


: That we shall not take human life 


nor place it in danger. 


Is there no command to ourselves ? 


. Yes; itis equally right we should 


guard our own lives, and use 
every means to preserve the 
same. 


Recite the seventh commandment. 


. Thou shalt not commit adultery. 


What does this teach us? 
To be chaste in our conduct and 
‘pure in our thoughts. 


. What further are we taught? 


Lo respect the marriage state, and 
to regard it as something holy. 

Recite the eighth commandment. 

Thou shalt not steal. 

What does this teach us? 


To regard as sacred whatever 
belongs to another. 
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What else should we learn from this - 
commandment ? 


. Tobe honest in all our dealings, and 


not to cheat or defraud any © 
human being. 7 


How else should we observe this 
command ? 


A. By restoring to its owner any of his 
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property we may find, or any-— 
thing he has left in our 
charge. 


Recite the ninth commandment. 


. Thou shalt not bear false witness 


against thy neighbor. 


What does this teach us? 

That we should ever be truthful in 
all we say of our neighbor. 
How is this commandment often 

violated ?: 
By spreading false reports to the 
injury of our neighbor. | 
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What evil would this cause ? 


- It would prevent friendship between 


man and man, and destroy the 
love weshould haveforeach other. 

How should we regard our neigh-~ 
bor’s honor ? 

As our own, and do all we can to 
keep it unsullied, 

Recite the tenth commandment. 


- Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s 


house, thou shalt not covet thy 

neighbor’s wife, nor his man- 

servant, nor his maid-servant, 

nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any- 

thing that is thy neighbor’s. 
What are we taught by this? 


- Not to desire what does not belong 


to us. 

How can we best observe this com- 
mandment ? 

By being content with our posses~ 
sions, and not trying to increase 
them unlawfully. 
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What are we apt to doif we covet? 

The desire to possess what we have 
not, may lead us to obtain it in 
an improper manner. 

What other commandment will we 
then violate? 


. The eighth, which tells us we shall 


not steal. 


. What else does the tenth command- 


ment teach us? 

Not to be envious or jealous of what 
our neighbor possesses. 

How should we try to possess 
things ? 


A. By honest labor ; for it is only then 


that we can enjoy what we have 
obtained. 
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CHAPTER VIII 
THE NEW YEAR. 


Whien is the Jewish New Year? 


. On the first day of the month 


Tishri. 

What is it called in Hebrew? 

ftosh Hashana ; meaning the head 
or beginning of the year. 

What does this day commemorate ? 

The creation of the world. 

What lesson are we to learn from 
the New Year? 

That as God created all things, He 
is Lord and Master over all 

creation. 

What then is our duty to Him? 

To acknowledge His power and 
obey His will. 
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Of what are we reminded on the 
New Year? 

That time is passing away, and that 
we should profit by the days the 
Lord hath given us. — 

Is not this day known by another 
name ? 

Yes; Yome Hazzickarone, or Day 
of Memorial. 

What are we to understand by this? 

That we should remember our acts 
of the past year, and try to 
amend our conduct. 


Q. Does God take notice of all that. 


Q. 


occurs ? 
‘Yes; God sees and never forgets, 
andevery action is known to Him, 
Is it necessary that we should re- 
member our acts ? 
Certainly ; for it is by remembering 
what we have done wrong, that 
we are likely to do better. 
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How should we approach God on 
the New Year? 


A. With the acknowledgment that He | 


BA. 


is the Judge of all, and that we 
can hide nothing from Him. 


. Is there not yet another name by 


which the New Year is called? 
Yes; Yome Teruah—a Day of 
Sounding the Cornet. 


By what name is this cornet called? 


. The Shofar. 


Of, what is it made? 


. Of a ram’s horn, which we are taught 


is to remind us of the prgng of 
Tsaac. 


What is meant by the binding of 
Isaac ? 

God’s command to Abraham to offer 
up his only son, Isaac, a sacrifice 
unto [iim. 
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How does a ram’s horn remind us — 
of this event? 

God would not permit Abraham to 
sacrifice his son, so he offered up 
a ram instead. 


(). Does the blowing of the cornet. 


e 
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teach us any other lesson ? 

It warns us that we have sinned, 
and should seek to make our 
peace with God. | 


How can we make our peace with 


God? 

By becoming truly penitent. 

Is the New Year’s Day then'‘a day 
of penitence ? 

It is the first of the ten penitential 
days which end with Yom Kipur. 

What is our special duty during the 
ten penitential days? 

To examine well into our conduct, 
and prepare ourselves for the 
Day of Atonement. 
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What special prayers do we have on 
the New Year? 


Prayers of a three-fold character. 


What are they? 

1. Malchioth, or Homage. 

2. Zichronoth, or Remembrance. 

3. Shophroth, or Sounding the Cor- 
net. : 

What is meant by JMalchioth, or 
Homage ? 

It is acknowledging God as the 
King of kings and that we owe 
Him full obedience. 


What do we pray for under this head? 


. Lhe speedy approach of the period 


when all mankind will acknowl- 
edge the one true God. 


Are we to expect this to take place? © 
We are, for a time will come when 
all will acknowledge God as ONE 


and His name ONE. 
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What is meant by Zichronoth, or 
Remembrance ? 


A. God’s review of our actions and re- 
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membrance of our deeds. 


What should such knowledge teach 
us? 

To beseech God to remember us for 

~ mercy and to look with pity on 
us. 


‘What is meant by Shophroth, or 


Sounding the Cornet? 
The reminding us of the great day 
that is yet in store for mankind. 


“What is this day? 


The day when mankind will be free 
from sin and become perfect in 


the eyes of God. 
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DAY OF ATONEMENT. 


When is the Day of Atonement? 

On the tenth day of the month 
Tishri. | 

By what name is it known in He- 
brew? 

Yom Kipur, or Day of Atone- 
ment. 

Do we distinguish it by any other 
name ? 

Yes; it is called the Sabbath of 
Sabbaths. 

What is meant by its being a Sab- 
bath of Sabbaths? 

That it is to be the most perfect 
day of rest to us during the 
whole year. 
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. How is the day to be observed? 
. By fasting, praying, and confessing 


our sins before God. 

What is fasting? 

Abstaining from eating and drink- 
ing. a 

What is the object of fasting? 


. That our minds may be taken away 


from earthly desires, so that we 
can devote the dayentirely to God. 
Is fasting alone satisfactory to God ? 
It is not; we must search well into 
our past conduct and confess our 
sins. 
Why should we search into our past 
conduct ? 


A. So as to find out all that is wrong, 


Q. 
Be 


and solemnly promise to be 
better. 

Will God forgive our sins? 

He certainly will, if we are sincere 
in our atonement. 
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What is meant by atonement? 

Repairing a wrong, and avoiding 
all further sin. 

Can we then make atonement to 
God? 

We can, if we are truly penitent. 

Will God Himself forgive us? 

He will, for we need no mediator to 
approach God. 

What is meant by a mediator? 

One who reconciles us with another. 

What assurance have we that we 
need no mediator ? 

God tells us: “I will blot out your 

_~ iniquities for my own sake.” 

How should we profit by this ? 

By being always anxious to ap- 
proach God, and make our peace 
with Him. 


How can we make peace with Him? 


. By showing sincere contrition, and 


praying to Him to forgive us. 


ee eS 


58 


What is prayer? 
It is a solemn address to God. 
For what purpose? 


To render Him thanks, and to 
beseech His goodness. 


Q. Is it necessary that we should pray 
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to God? 


A. Yes; prayer is one of the most im- 


portant duties we are required 
to perform. 


Why is it so? 


. Because in praying to God, we 


acknowledge Him as the great 
Being who can grant our re- 
quests. 


Should we pray to God merely to 
ask favors of Him? 


A. No; we should be grateful to Him 


for the good we enjoy, and 
thank Him with all our 
hearts. 
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In what spirit should we offer up 
prayer? 

In a spirit of humility and ‘ill a 
sense of our unworthiness. 

Is it necessary that we should con- 
fess our sins? 

It is-highly necessary, for it is énly 
by confessing our sins that we 

- dare hope for pardon. 

Will confessing our sins to God 
atone for those we commit 
against our fellow-man. 

By no means; we must repair the 
wrongs we have done him, and 
resolve to avoid all further sins 
against him. 

What is meant by repairing the 
wrongs we have done our fellow- 
man ? 

Making all possible amends for the 
injury we have done to his char- 
acter or property. 
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Q. How can we atone for injury to his 


character ? 


. By using all our efforts to clear it. 


How can we make good the wrong: 
we have done him regarding his 
‘property ? | 

We must restore what is his, and 
then we can hope that God will 
forgive us. 7 

What must we feel toward those 
who have injured us? 


A. A spirit of forgiveness, and we 


should endeavor to forget any 
wrong they may have done us. — 

Is it necessary that we should for- 
give our fellow-men? 


A. Byall means; for if we do not forgive 


PO 


them, we cannot hope to be for- 
given. 
Why, too, should we forgive others ? 
Because we areall human, and there- 
fore apt to sin against each other. 
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What virtue will forgiveness of in- 
juries implant within us? — 

The love for our kind, and a desire 
to do good to all. 


Is it necessary that we should always 
forgive our neighbor? 

It is; but especially on this day de- 
voted to forgiveness and pardon. 

How long does the day of atone- 
ment continue ? 

From sunset to sunset, that is, from 
the close of the 9th to the close 
of the 10th day of Tishri. 


CHAPTER X. 
PASSOVER. 


What are the principal festivals 
observed by the Israelites ? 


Passover, Pentecost,and Tabernacles. 
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When is the Passover celebrated ? 
On the 14th day of the month 


Nissan, at even. 


By what name is it called in He- 
brew ? | : 


It is called Paysach. 


What does it commemorate ? 
The wonderful deliverance of our 
ancestors from the land of 


Egypt. 
Where is Egypt? 


. In the north-eastern part of Africa. 


How were our ancestors treated in 
Egypt? 

They were treated very harshly, and 
held as slaves by the Pharaohs. 


Who were the Pharaohs? 
The rulers of Egypt. 


What does the word Pharaoh mean. 
King, and was applied to all the 
rulers of Egypt. 
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How was the deliverance of the 
Israelites wrought ? 

God sent Moses and Aaron with a 
message to Pharaoh to let His 
people go and serve Him. 

What was Pharaoh’s answer ? 

“T-know not the Lord, neither will 
I let the people go.” . 

How was Pharaoh punished ? 

God sent ten plagues on him and the 
Egyptians, after which the Is- 
raelites were allowed to go. 

What are the names of the plagues? 

1. Blood; 2. Frogs; 3. Lice; 4. 
Flies; 5. Murrain; 6. Boils; 
7. Hail; 8. Locusts; 9. Dark- 
ness; 10, Slaying of the first- 
born. 

What is meant by the plague of 
“blood?” 


A. All the waters of the land were 


changed into blood. 
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What is meant by the plague of 
frogs? 

‘Frogs came up, and covered the 
land of Egypt.” | 

What is meant by the plague of lice? 

“ All the dust of the land became 
glice,” and troubled man and 
beast. 

What is meant by the plague of flies ? 

“There came a grievous swarm of 
flies into the house of Pharaoh, 
and into his servants’ houses.” 

What is meant by the plague of 


murrain ? 


A. A disease which affected all the 


cattle belonging to the Egyp- 
tians. 

Did it not affect the cattle of the 
Israelites ? 


A. It did not, “ for of the cattle of the 


children of Israel there died not 


one.” 
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What is meant by the plague of 
- boils ? 
A disease which broke out over man 
and beast. 
What is meant by the plagueof hail ? 
A severe hailstorm, accompanied by 
-thunder and fire. 
What is meant by the plague of 
locusts? _ 
Locusts covered the land, and eat 
all that was growing in the field. 
Did the children of Israel suffer 
during these calamities ? 
They did not. God kept them ex- 
empt from all, so that neither 
they nor their property were in- 
jured. 


. What was the effect of the plague 


of * darkness?” 


A. The whole land was covered with 


the gloom of night for three 
days. 
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How did it affect the Egyptians ? 
They could not go about the land, 
nor attend to their usual oecupa- 


tions. 
Did the Israelites suffer foi the 


darkness. 

No; the children of ee had 
light in their habitations. 

When did the slaying of the first- 
born take place? 

At midnight when all the Egyp- 
tians were asleep. 

Was this slaying general ? 

It was; for there was no Egyptian 
household without its dead, and 
even the first-born of cattle was 
slain. 

How did this affect the Egyptian 
people? 


A. There was a great ery throughout. 


the land, and the Israelites were 
thrust out. 
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Why were they thrust out? 

The Egyptians knew what God had 
demanded, and they feared that 
they would all be killed. 


What animal was slain by the Is- 
raelites before they left Egypt? 


A. A lamb, which was one of the 
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deities or gods worshiped by the 
Egyptians. 


When was the lamb slain? 
Before the slaying of the first-born. 


What was the ordinance concerning 
this? 
Each household was to procure a 
_ lamb on the 10th of Nissan, and 
keep it in readiness. | 


What was to be done in case of a 
family being small ? 


A. Such families were to join with 


their neighbors in procuring a 
lamb. 
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When was the lamb to be killed ? 
On the fourteenth day of Nissan. 


What was done with its blood? 
It was sprinkled on the door-posts 
of every Hebrew household. 


In what manner ? 

A bunch of hyssop was dipped in 
the blood and the mark made 
on the houses of the Hebrews. 

What did this signify? , 

Their defiance of the Egyptians, 
and their implicit trust in the 
God of their fathers. 


What was done with the lamb it- 
self? 

It was roasted whole, and eaten on 
that night when they left Egypt. 

In what manner was it eaten ? : 

“With their loins girded, their 
shoes on their feet and their 
staffs in their hands.” 
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What is meant by this? 
That they were to be clothed, and 
fully ready to leave the land of 


Egypt. 


What else was commanded concern- 
ing the eating of the lamb? 


A. “Ye shall eat it in haste, it is the 


Lord’s Passover.” 


Why is the festival called the Pass- 
over ? 


. Because the angel of God ae 


over the blood-stained houses, 
on the night when the first-born 
of Egypt were destroyed. 


Why were the first-born of Egypt. 
destroyed ? 


A. Because God had threatened to : 


slay their first-born, if they did 
not allow Ais first-born to go 
forth free. 
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What is meant by God’s first-born? 4 

It is the name applied ‘to Israel, 
because of God’s special love 
and favor. 


Repeat the verse where this is 
stated ? | 


A. “Thus saith the Lord; Israelis my — 
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son, even my first-born.” 


When were these words used ? 
When God sent Moses on a mission 


to Pharaoh on behalf of the 
children of Israel. 


By what other name is the feast 
called? 


The Feast of Unleavened Bread. 


Why is it so called? 

Because when our ancestors left 
Kgypt, their dough had not yet 
risen, and they took it away 
with them in that state. 
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. What did they do with this un- 


‘leavened dough? 


. They baked it afterward into cakes, 


on their way to the shores of 
the Red Sea. 


How dowecommemorate hic event? 


. By abstaining from all manner of 


leaven during the Passover, and 
eating Matsoth, or unleayened 
cakes. 

Repeat the biblical injunction. 


. “On the fourteenth day of the first 


month, at even, is the Lord’s 
Passover. And on the fifteenth 
day of the same month is the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread unto 
the Lord. Seven days ye must 
eat unleavened bread.” 

What lesson does the Passover in- 
culcate ? 

That God will hear the cry of the 
oppressed, and deliver them 
from trouble. 
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What else does it teach us? 

That as all men are created free, 
liberty isthe right of ail people. 

How should this cause us to act ? 

To respect the rights of all man- 
kind and do nothing to en- 
danger them. 

Are there no positive duties incul-- 
cated ? 


A. There are; that we should do our 
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best to help the oppressed, and 
aid in freeing those who are en- 
slaved. 

Why should all men be free? 

Because all are created in the image 
of God—that is, with an im- 
mortal spirit within. 

How does this inculcate freedom ? 

Because, unless we are free, we can- 
not properly imitate the attri- 
butes of God, nor perform His 
will. 
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. How then should we regard the 


' Passover ? 


. As the herald of liberty which God 


intended should be the common 
property of all. 


CHAPTER XL 


PENTECOST. 


What festival is next observed by 
the Israelites after the Passover ? 
The Feast of Pentecost. 


When does the feast of Pentecost 
take place? 

On the sixth day of the month 
Sivan. | 


By what name is it called in He- 
brew? 
It is called Chag Shabwoth, mean- 


ing “Feast of Weeks.” | 
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Why is it called the Feast of 
Weeks? 

Because seven weeks are counted © 
from the second day of Pass- 
over, at the end of which time 
the Feast of Shabu’oth begins. 


How was the festival celebrated in 
olden times? 


A. By offering up the first fruits of the 
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land unto the Lord. 


Has the festival lost its peculiar 
observance, now that we do not 
live in Palestine? 

Not entirely; we still number the 
seven weeks, counting each day 
as a day of the Omer. | 


What is the meaning of Omer ? 

It means a sheaf of wheat, but is 
now used to designate the count- 
ing from the second day of the 
Passover. 
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Has the festival no other significa- 
tion to us? | 

It has; for tradition tells us that the 
sixth of Sivan commemorates 

_ one of the most important events 
in the history of our people. 

What is this important event? 

The giving of the law on Mount 
Sinai, before the eyes of the 
assembled people. 

How was this law received by the 
people? | 

With fear and with reverence. 

Did they recognize its importance? 

They did, and at once declared ; 
“all that the Lord hath said we 

will do and hear.” 

What is meant by the expression 
“we will do and hear ?” 


A. That they would pay implicit 


obedience to God’s commands 
and obey His will. 
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What further ? i 

That they would not question God’s 
right to command them, but 
obey first and learn why after- 
wards. | 

What do we call this Law which 
God gave from Mount Sinai? 

The ’ Asereth Ha-Debarim, or Deca-. 
logue. 

What does this mean ? 

It actually means the “ten words,” 
but is generally called the ten 
commandments. 3 


CHAPTER XIL 


TABERNACLES. 


What is the third great festival 
observed by the Israelites? 


A. The Feast of Succoth, or Taberna- 


cles. 
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. When is this festival observed ? 


On. the fifteenth day of the month 
Tishri, after the harvest has 
been gathered in. | 

What does this festival commemo- 
rate? : | 

Our. ancestors’ dwelling in booths 
after leaving Egypt. 

Of what are we to be reminded? 

Of the providential care of God 
over His people Israel. 

How were the Israelites to observe 
this festival when they came into 
their own land ? 

By leaving their houses, and dwell- 
ing for seven days in leaf- 

‘covered booths. 

What lesson did this convey to the 

~ Israelites? 


A. That their earthly possessions and 


all their prosperity came from 
God alone. 
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How were their hearts to be 
affected ? ° 


A. They were not to be unduly ele- 
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vated, for the Succoth with the 
stars shining above should re- 
mind them of God’s providence. 

What emblems were commanded to 
be used on this festival ? 

Four species of the vegetable king- 
dom. 

What are they ? 

The fruit of a goodly tree called 
the Htrog, or citron, branches 
of the palm tree, sprigs of myr- 
tle and brook willow. 

How were they to be used? : 

Bound together and wayed in 
praises to God our faithful 
Guardian. 

How many days is this festival 
celebrated ? 

Seven days. 
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Ts not the eighth day also observed ? 


. Yes; itis kept as a day of solemn 


assembly. 
What should this Day of Solemn 
_ Assembly teach us? 
That no matter how great our joy 
-and festivity, we have yet to 
remember the solemn duties of 
life. | 
Why was this necessary after the 
seven days of festivity ? 


A. Because joy and happiness are apt 


to make us forgetful of our 
highest duties. 
How were the Israelites reminded 
of this? 


A. By assembling for solemn prayer 


and remembering to whom all 
their prosperity was due. 

What special prayer was offered on 
this day ? 


A. A prayer to God to send them the 


rain of their land in due season. 


80 


Why was rain specially prayed 
for ? 


A. Because, being an agricultural peo- 


a 


> © 


ple, their prosperity depended 
on having rain in its due season. 
What lesson does this convey? 
Our dependence upon God, without 
whose favor all our labors are in 
vain. 


~V:HABT ER uti 
PUREEM. 


Are there any feasts or festivals 
kept by us that are not com-. 
manded in the Bible? 


. There are two; Pureem and Chan- 


ukah. | 
When is Pureem celebrated ? 


. On the fourteenth day of the month 


Adar. 
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What event does this feast com- 
~ memorate? 


A. The wonderful deliverance of the 
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Israelites when they were under 
Persian rule. 
Who was the King of Persia at the 
time the events of Pureem took 
place ? 
Ahasuerus who is called in Hebrew 
Achashvirosh. 
What led to the Feast of Pureem ? 
An <Amalekite, named Haman, 
sought to destroy all the Jews 
in the kingdom. 
Who was Haman? 
One of the chief officers of the 
King of Persia. 
What led him to seek such dread- 
ful slaughter ? 


. He desired ‘that all persons should 


bow down to him and pay him 
homage. 
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Did every one obey this order ? 
No; Mordecai would not bow down 
nor pay homage. 


Who was Mordecai. | 
A Hebrew of the tribe of Benja- 
min, who had been carried into 


captivity by Nebuchadnezzar, 
King of Babylon. 


Why would Mordecai not bow down 
to Haman? 


A. Because such reverence should By 


P © $e 


paid to God alone. 


‘What was the revenge that Haman 


sought ? 
To destroy the offending Mordecai, 
and all the Jews. 


Had Haman the power to carry out 
this evil? 

He had not, till the king gave him 
full permission “to do with the 
people as it might please him.” 
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How did Haman select a time on 
-which to carry out his evil 
designs ? 
He cast “lots” to find out the 
month that would be best for 
his purpose. 


‘What month did he select ? 
The month of Adar. 


On what day was the destruction of 
the Jews to take place? 
On the thirteenth day of the month. 


Did Haman carry out his designs? 

No; a deliverer arose in Esther 
who had been recently made 
Queen of Persia. 


Who was Esther? 
A. Hebrew maiden, the cousin of 
~ Mordecai. 


How did she deliver the people? 
She interceded with the king on 
their behalf. 
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What was the result? 


. Ahasuerus became angry with Ha- 


man and ordered him and his 
sons to be put to death. 

What were the Jews instructed to 
do? , 

To defend themselves and to fight 
against their enemies. 

Did they succeed? - 

They did, and averted the evil that 
Haman sought to do them. 

How did they observe the fourteenth 
of Adar? 

As a day of joy and festivity. 

Why was it so observed ? | 

Because it was changed to them — 
from a day of sorrow to one of — 
happiness. | 

How else did the Jews celebrate 
the day? ; 

By giving presents to each other, — 
and making gifts to the poor. 
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How else? 
By praises to God for sending them 
' deliverance. 

Where do we find the history of 
these event? | 

In one of the books of the Bible 
called Esther. 

Why do we now celebrate this 
feast ? | 

Because the Jews enjoined upon 
their descendants to observe the 
day during all future time. 

How should it be celebrated ? 

By keeping alive these wonderful 
incidents in our past history. 

How else ? 

With joy and festivity and by sing- 
ing praises to the God of our 
fathers. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 
CHANUKAH. 


When do we celebrate Chanukah ? 

On the twenty-fifth day of the 
month Kislev. ; 

What event does it commemorate? 

The wonderful preservation of 


Israel from the oppressions of — 


the Greeks. 


(). During what time of our history 


1 


did these incidents take place? 
When the Israelites were ruled by 
the successors of Alexander the 
Great, King of Macedon. 
Who was Alexander the Great? 
The conqueror of Palestine, and 
who, on his death, divided his 
conquests among his generals, 
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Wao was the ruler of Syria at the 

time of these special troubles to 
_the Israelites ? 

Antiochus, surnamed Epiphanes. 

What is meant by Epiphanes? 

It means “Illustrious.” 

Of what family was Antiochus? 

Of the family of the Selucide, who 
were renowned for their skill in 
the art of war. 

What was the character of Antiochus 

E/piphanes ? 

He was a man of fierce disposition 

and debased character. 

What was the desire of this ruler? 

To destroy the religion and the 

nationality of the Jews. 

In what manner did he seek to effect 

this ? | 

By destroying the peculiarity of 
their worship, and forcing upon 
them the customs of the Greeks. 
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How did he try to accomplish his — 


purpose ? 


A. By introducing idolatry among the 


Jews, and abolishing ~ law of 
Moses. 


In what manner was the law of 
Moses to be abolished ? 


A. The Jews were prohibited from 


a 


reading it, as had been their cus- 
tom for years past. 


What else was done by Antiochus? 

Idols were set up in the Temple and 
throughout the land, and the 
people ordered to sacrifice to 
them. 


What did the people do respecting 
the law of Moses ? 


A. They selected portions of the pro- 


phets that were similar to the 
weekly sections of the law, and 
read them instead. 
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What were these portions called ? 

They were called Haphtaroth, mean- 
ing prophetical portions. 

How did they receive the order to 
worship idols? 

Many began to obey, without resist- 

-ance, till the order reached a 

place called Modin. 

Where is Modin ? 

It is a little town in the land of the. 
tribe of Dan. 

Who there resisted the orders df 
Antiochus ? 

An aged priest named Mattathias, of 
the Hasmonean family. 

Who were the Hasmoneans ? 

An illustrious family of the priestly 
race, 

What act did Mattathias perform? | 

He struck down an apostate Jew, 
and, with his sons, roused the 
people to defend their religion. 
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How many sons had he? 

Five; Judas, Simon, Eleazer, Jo- 
chanan and Jonathan. 

What name was given to this noble 
family ? 

The name. of Maccabees—Judas 
being known as Judas Macca- 
beus. 

What part did Judas take ? 

On the death of his father he took 
command of the band of patriots, 
and fought against the enemies 
of his people. | 

Did he succeed ? | 

He did; God blessed the efforts of — 
the J ews, and they overcame the 
Greeks, 

Did they recover noe of the 
Temple? . 

They did; but found it defiled by — 
the idolatrous sacrifices of the — 
Greeks. 
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What did the Jews then set about ? 

Purifying the Temple once more, 
and rededicating it to the God 
of their fathers. 


Q. When was the Temple-worship 


resumed ? 


A. On the twenty-fifth day of Kislev, 


pr pe & 


when the Feast of Chanukah, 
or Dedication, took place. 

How long is it celebrated ? 

Kight days. 

How is it to be celebrated ? 

By kindling lights, reciting the 
events of those days, and praises 
to God for delivering His people. 
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CHAPIER 2 y, 


MINOR FAST DAYS. — 


Are there any fast days besides the; 


Day of Atonement. 


A. Yes; there are four other fast days 


© 


A. On the seventeenth day of Tamuz.. i 


ro PO’ 


of which mention is made in the 
Bible. 

In what part of the Bible? 

In the 19th verse of the 8th chap- 
ter of Zechariah. 

What fasts are there mentioned ? 

“The fast of the fourth month, and 
the fast of the fifth, and the fast 
of the seventh, and the fast of 
the tenth” (month). 
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When is the fast of the fourth ; 


month ? 
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Why is this kept asa fast ? 


. Because it was on this day that the 


walls of Jerusalem were de- 
stroyed, and the city entered. 


By whom? 
By Nebuchadnezzar, King of Baby- 
lon, who was fighting against 

the Jews. 

When is the fast of the fifth month ? 

On the ninth day of Ab. 

What took place on this day? 

The destruction of both Temples at 
Jerusalem. 


Who destroyed the first Temple? 
Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon. 


When was the second Temple de- 
stroyed ? 

About seven hundred years later. 

Who destroyed the second Temple? 


The Romans, under the leadership 
of Titus. 
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What then became of the Jews? — 

They were carried as captives to 
Rome. | 

When is the fast of the seventh 
month ? : 

On the third day of Tishri. 

What took place on this day? 

The Governor of Judea, named 
Gedaliah, was murdered. 

What is meant by Judea? 

The land of Palestine, the former 
country of the Jews. 

When is the fast of the tenth 
month ? 

On the tenth day of Tebet. 

What took place on this day? 

Nebuchadnezzar began the siege of 
Jerusalem, 

Was he successful ? 


He was. The city and temple were _ 


destroyed, and the people carried 
into captivity. 


95 


Q. Will these days just mentioned 
- always be sad ones for us? 
A. No; the prophet tells us that they 
would yet be to us “joy and 
gladness and cheerful feasts.” 


Q. What is meant by this? 
A. That their sad memories would be — 
entirely forgotten in the joy and 
happiness sent us by God in the 
future. 


CHAPTER XVI 


THE CALENDAR. 


Q. How do the Israelites count the 
year ? 

_ A. By the lunar system. 

_Q. What is meant by the lunar system ? 

A, The months are counted by the 
changes of the moon. 
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What is each change of the moon 
called ? 

It is called the New Moon—in He- 
brew Rosh Chodesh, the first 
(day) of a month. 

Of how many months does the 
lunar year consist ? ; 

Generally of twelve months, but in 
leap year it consists of thirteen. 

How do we designate the twelve 
lunar months? 

By twelve names said to be of Per- 
sian origin. 


What are the names of these lunar 


months? 

They are; Nissan, Jyar, Sivan, 
Tamuz, Ab, Ellul, Tishri, 
Cheshvan, Kislev, Tebet, phe- | 
bat, and Adar. 

What is the additional month in. 
leap year called ? 


A. Adar Shenee, or Second Adar. 
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When is it added? | 

After the regular month of Adar, 
which is then called First Adar. 

You begin the months with Nissan, 
is that the first month of the 
year ? 

It is not, for Tishri is really the 
first month of the year. 

Why then do we count Nissan as 
the first? — 


A. Because it was the month in which 


> 


the Israelites were delivered 
from Egypt. © | 
How was this change made? 


. God commanded concerning Nissan ; 


_ “This month shall be unto you 
the beginning of months, it shall 
be unto you the first of the year.” 


@. How do we distinguish between | 


these two periods of the year ? 


A. From Tishri we count the civil year 


—from Nissan, the religious year. 
9 
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What is understood by the civil 
year? 


A. That which we count from Tishri, 


© 


it being accepted that the crea- 
tion, of the world took place at 
that time. 


What is understood by the religious 
year ? 


A. That from which we count all our 
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ceremonials and festivals. 


Of what should this change remind 
us? | 

Of the great event which led there- 
to and to preserve its memory 
throughout all generations. 


At what time of the solar year is 
the month of Tishri? 
About the month of September. 


At what time of the solar year is 
the month of Nissan ? 


About the month of April. 
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Q. Is the Nissan called by any other 
name in the Bible? 
A. It is sometimes called the month of 


Abb. 


(. What does the month of Abib mean? 

A. The month of green ears, it being 
: ‘the time of spring, when they 
shoot forth. 


Q. OF what should our counting 
months and years remind us? 

A. That our daysare passing away and 
to profit by the time we have on 
earth. 
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HYMNS. 


No. 1. PSALM XXIII. 


The Lord is my shepherd, I never shall want ; 

To lie in green pastures, my frame doth He make; 
By streamlets He leads me, refreshing my soul, 

He guides me in righteousness for His name sake. 


Through the valley and shadow of death tho’ I walk, 
I will not fear evil, for Thou art e’er nigh; 

With rod and with staff, Thou my comfort wilt be, 
Preparing my table though foes should be by. 


My head Thou anointest with most precious oil, 
Till my cup overflows from Thy bountiful ways; 
Surely goodness and merey my life shall attend 
And Y’ll dwell in God’s house all the length of my 
days. G. J. 


No. 2. GOD'S HOUSE. 


How goodly is Thy house, O Lord ! 
Within its courts we turn to Thee, 
Who art from ageto ag# ador’d 
As God to all eternity. 


Hither wa come to praise Thy name, 

Humbly to seek Thy gracious face, 

.. hy truth:and greatness to proclaim, 
vse) In'thés, Phy ltoly dwelling place. 
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Accord us then Thy tender love, 

Unto our prayerful words give ear, 
Grant them acceptance from above, 

And to our cry be ever near. H.S. J. 


No. 3. WE LOVE THY LAW. 


We love Thy law, O Lord our God ; 
We prize the gift from Heaven. 
Ti tells of glories in the past, 
The mercies kindly given. 
Then let us learn its words of truth, 
Tis Israel’s guide from earliest youth— 
It is our buckler year by year, 
Proclaiming that we’ve nought to fear. G. J. 


No. 4. PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING. 


O Lord! to Thee who dwell’st above 
We raise the sacred hymn of praise, 
For Thou hast bless’d us with Thy love, 

And guided us in all our ways. 


To Thee whose mercies never end, 
Our overflowing thanks we pour; - 
~ Whose light and truth thro’ earth extend, 
Whose goodness is for evermore. 


Then let our hearts and lips unite 
To chant our thanks in choral lays, 
As we in gratitude recite 
O God! Thv everlasting praise. H.8. J. 
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No. 5. PSALM LXXXI, 


Let us sing with loud voices to the God of our strength; 
Let us bring here the timbrel, and sound asweet chord, 

Yea come, blow ye the cornet, this solemn feast-day, 
’Tis a statute in Israel, the law of our Lord. 


It was this He ordained when from Egypt we went, 
When the burden was removed and His people 
made free. | 
We had told Him our trouble, and gained the response, 
“‘T will send ye deliverance when ye call upon me.” 


At Meribah He proved us, we heard not His voice, 
But abandoned ourselves to the lusts of the heart. 
Would that Israel had hearkened and walked in His 


way, 
We'd have conquered most quickly, hurl’d back 
every dart. G. J. 
No. 6. | - PSALM CXIV. 


When Israel went forth from dark Egypt’s land, 
And Jacob from those who spoke a strange tongue, 

God set His own place ’midst Judah’s bright home, 
And praises sublime by Israel were sung. 


The sea look’d and fled, and Jordan fell back, — 

Like ewes skipped the mountains, yea even the hills; 
What ails thee, O sea, and Jordan why faint; . 

Ye mountains that skipped o’er streamlets and rills? 
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Then trembled the earth at God’s presence there, 
His wonderful deeds none e’er can recount. 

"Tis He who makes rocks like waters that flow, 
And adamant flint like bright gushing fount. 


G. J. 
No. 7. DIVINE INSTRUCTION, 


Incline our hearts, O God ! to truth, 
To learn Thy holy word aright. 
To understand Thy wond’rous way, 
And love Thee with our soul and might. 


Oh, let Thy word our joys illume, 
Resplendent e’en ’mid sorrows gloom, 
Directing us with endless love, 

Unto the blessed realms above. Ged. 


No. 8. PSALM IV. 


When I call,do Thou answer, O God of my strength, 
For enlargement Thou sendest to all the distressed ; 
Oh, graciously heed then my agonized prayer, 
And uplift me from sorrows with which I am pressed. 


Let us e’er stand in awe of God’s chastening rod, 
And from sin’s downward path let us guard our feet ; 
Let’s commune with our hearts in our chamber’s recess, 
And no murmuring apirit within us find seat. 


Unto God sacrifice al ‘that! righveoteness bids; . 
Put your trust in the OnE who's effulgeab im Tight 5, 
In security then and in peace can ye sleep, 


For in safety He'll: Ste 3 you Sie salt darkness of 
night, ~ ; Ga J: 


No. 9. 


104 
SUBMISSION. 


Our fathers’ God! with earliest breath, 
We bless Thy holy name ; 


- Our guide through life, nih death, 


Eternally the same. 


Shall we distrust Thy truth, Thy pow’r, 
Or e’er dispute Thy will? 

Our faith, through every darksome hour, 
Shall be unshaken still. 


Though sorrow then, Thou may’st decree 
To be our painful lot, 

Thou shalt our refuge ever be, 
Thy love ne’er be forgot. 


And when the end of life draws nigh, 
Thy justice still we’ll own, 
Proclaiming with our latest sigh, 
THE Lorp ouR Gop Is Ong. 4H.8. J. 
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